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Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS.
COLOSSE, according to Pliny, was a city of Phrygia, a great and ancient province of Asia minor, or proconsular Asia. It had Bithynia on the south; Galatia, Pisidia, Caria, and Lydia, on the east; Mysia, and Little Phrygia on the west; the Euxine or Black sea, so called from the frequent wrecks of ships, on the north.

The city of Colosse stood on the river Lycus, near its confluence with the Meander, and equally distant from Laodicea and Hierapolis. These three cities were destroyed by an earthquake in the tenth year of Nero, as is stated by Berosus, and by Eusebius. Colosse, on being rebuilt, was called Chonay, as is noted by Theophylact. But Laodicea, it would seem from its immense wealth, had suffered the least. Revelation 3:17.

The church of Colosse had been converted under the ministry of Epaphras, as is generally allowed, “a faithful minister of Jesus Christ,” whom Paul had sent. Whether Paul himself was ever there is nowhere mentioned, but we know that he twice passed through this province, Acts 18:23; Acts 19:1; and it is no way probable that he should not visit these principal cities.

Paul and Epaphras being now both prisoners in Rome, and having learned that certain seducers had been among the faithful at Colosse, associating Judaism and the Platonic philosophy with the truths of the gospel, Paul wrote to them by Tychicus, in this evangelical epistle. He here sets forth the Saviour as the very image of the Father, the reconciler of mankind to God, the head of the church, who had shed down the Holy Spirit on its members. Christ being now exalted, as the only mediator of the new covenant, he speaks pointedly against the observance of Hebrew rituals, and days; and against the worship of angels, as titular deities. He then sets before them a beautiful view of the christian life, and of relative duties, closing with the salutations of the saints. 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE LAODICEANS.
1. PAUL an apostle, not of men, nor by men, but by Jesus Christ, to the brethren which are of Laodicea.

2. Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. I give thanks to Christ in all my prayers, that you persevere and remain steadfast in all good works, awaiting the promise (of his coming) in the day of judgment.

4. Let no man disturb your expectation with vain words, the semblance of truth, to draw you away from the truth of the gospel, which is preached by me.

5. And God grant that all who adhere to my example may persevere in the truth, and in all works of benignity, meet for salvation and eternal life.

6. And seeing now that my bonds, which I suffer for Christ, are become conspicuous, I glory the more and rejoice, which to me is a pledge of eternal salvation, through your prayers and the ministration of the Holy Spirit.

7. For with me to live is Christ, to die is joy.

8. And may he confer on you the same mercy, and grant you the same love, and that you may have unanimity among yourselves.

9. Therefore, beloved brethren, as you have heard and learned of the Lord, so retain, and do all things with reverence in his sight; for it is God who worketh in you to do those things, and to do them without offence.

10. And above all, dearly beloved, rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, and beware of all defilement from filthy lucre.

11. Let your requests be openly addressed to God. Be firm in your adherence to Christ; and whatsoever things are upright, and modest, and just, and amiable, these do; and whatever you have heard and received, retain, and they shall promote your peace.

12. I greet all the saints. Salute all the brethren with a holy kiss. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

13. Cause this to be read to the Colossians, and that at Colosse to be read to you. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-29
Colossians 1:1-2. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ. This is noticed in 1 Corinthians 1:3. 2 Corinthians 1:2. He generally opens his addresses to the churches much in the same form of benediction, for we all drink of the same fountain of life. This epistle, so full of divine wisdom, would help their faith, and add to their joy. It would also prepare them beforehand for the tremendous visitation of an earthquake, about to destroy their city and the adjacent country.

Colossians 1:3-5. We give thanks to God, and [even] the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith and love. And what greater subject of gratitude could inspire the heart, than to see a rising church formed at Colosse, the capital of the province, and promising to spread through all Phrygia; a church celebrated from its infancy for faith and love; a church rescued from the darkness, the gross darkness of the gentiles, the power of Satan, and now blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. The reign of grace calls for unceasing praise, and more especially for the hope laid up for them in heaven. See on 2 Timothy 1:10.

Colossians 1:5-6. The gospel is come to you, as it is in all the world. The Romans in common language called their empire “the world;” and St. Paul often adopts the phrase, as in Colossians 1:27. Eusebius also says that the gospel was like the sun, enlightening the world at once. The fifteen thousand who had fled from Judea on the death of Stephen, travelled everywhere preaching the Lord Jesus, as stated on the eighth chapter of the Acts. He calls this gospel the word of truth, the Lord’s performance of his ancient promises. “Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent, from beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.” Zephaniah 3:9-10. Isaiah 55:1. Thus the Redeemer was preached to the gentiles, and believed on in the world. 1 Timothy 3:16.

Colossians 1:7-8. As ye also [even] learned of Epaphras, the beloved minister who had first preached to them, and formed the churches of Colosse, and of other places.

Colossians 1:9-12. For this cause — we desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Paul uses the same words to the Ephesians, chap. Colossians 1:15; Colossians 1:18; for when the glory of the person of Christ, and the grandeur of the human redemption is once fairly presented to the mind, it lays every other scheme of salvation prostrate, and transports the soul to count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. But few of our well-instructed youths ever join themselves to the clubs of atheism.

The inward energy of grace corresponds with the intellectual glory of the gospel in the regeneration of the heart; it makes us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. And though we are still in progress, and pressing towards the mark of perfection, the Lord will complete the work already begun. We cannot come to our inheritance without an education for heaven; the cross must afore prepare us for the crown.

Colossians 1:13-14. Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, from the teeth of the lion and the paw of the bear, and translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. He has pardoned our sins, and completed our justification in the gift of righteousness by faith. He has finished transgression, blotted out our iniquities, and covered them with his grace, according as he had promised, saying, “I will remove the iniquity of the land in one day.” Zechariah 3:9. So saved, and overcome with confusion by the weight of glory, may we raise the eyes of faith, and look on him who loved us, and washed us in his own blood, making us kings and priests unto God and his Father. In thus looking to the mediatorial throne, we behold the Lord of glory.

Colossians 1:15. Who is the image of the invisible God. The word αορατου, does not refer to image, but to God the invisible. Invisibilis, non refertur ad imaginem, sed ad Deum. — ERASMUS. As man was created in knowledge, in righteousness, and true holiness, so Christ is the Wisdom of God, possessed by the Father before all worlds. Proverbs 8:22-30. He being one with the Father, planned and formed the whole work of creation. He is the image of the Eternal in power, for whatsoever the Father doeth, that doeth the Son likewise. John 5:19.

In every view, he is the brightness or beaming forth of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. By an equivalent expression in the ancient scriptures, he is called “the face of God,” and the Angel of his presence. Beware of him, saith the Lord, and obey his voice. Provoke him not, for he will not pardon your transgressions, for “my name is in him.” Exodus 23:20. On these words we cannot have a better comment than that of our Saviour, in Matthew 11:27. “All things are delivered unto me of my Father; and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.”

The firstborn of every creature. This word is of constant occurrence, as, “the firstborn” among many brethren. And when he bringeth his “first- begotten” into the world, he saith, let all the angels of God worship him. He is also the “first-begotten” from the dead. Romans 8:29. Hebrews 1:6. Revelation 1:5. Other texts associate here, as, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Psalms 2:7. Agur, a very illustrious man, whose sayings the servants of king Hezekiah appended to Solomon’s proverbs, speaking of the creation, asks, What is his name, and what is his Son’s name, if thou canst tell? The name of the Sire and the Son is one name, a name unutterable. Other words occur in connection with the person of Christ, who is invested with the glory, as of “the only-begotten of the Father.” John 1:14. He was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared the Son of God with power, by his resurrection from the dead. Romans 1:3-4.

These voices are the living oracles, not the dictates of philosophy, for the world by wisdom knew not God. The doctors are unable to give us comments. The ark must not be touched with human hands, yet we are allowed to compare spiritual things with spiritual, as Paul does in the next words.

Colossians 1:16-17. By him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things consist. See notes on Ephesians 1:20-23.

On this great subject the Arians contend, that the Father created the Word or the Wisdom, or the Messiah, before he had created principalities and powers, that he might be the head of all created intelligences. They presume to prove it from Proverbs 8:22, where they follow the mistaken reading of the Septuagint, which has the word “created.” This acceptation of the Hebrew is erroneous, whose import in this place is, possessed, not created, as is proved from the same word used by Moses in Genesis 4:1. When Eve embraced her firstborn, she exclaimed, Kaniti, I have gotten a man, the Lord, or from the Lord. Now, Eve possessed her son in her bosom; she could not create him; and this idea, in regard of Christ coincides with John 1:18. “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”

Others, whether to call them christian doctors or not, seems doubtful, confine the terms, firstborn, and the first begotten, wholly to the resurrection of our Saviour from the tomb. This they plead gave him, as the firstborn, a title to be Lord, both of the dead and of the living. Romans 14:9. They attempt to justify the idea by the effusion of the Spirit, and by the power of the gospel. All this is true, but it is not the whole truth. Paul is brief here, having been full in Romans 1:3-4, where he states that Christ was indeed the seed of David according to the flesh, but declared to be the Son of God with power, when he was raised from the dead. By consequence, his resurrection only “declared” his uncreated glory, which had been hidden under the form of a servant. What connection can subsist between Christ’s mortal flesh, yesterday in the tomb, and his being the Creator of thrones, principalities, and powers in heavenly places? When he says, Thou art my Son, it means that he is, that he ever was, and ever will be the same.

The gloss of those colder christians is at full issue with the Nicene fathers, who believed “In one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds. God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father.” So Polycarp adored him in the fire. “I thank thee, I praise and glorify thee for all thy mercies through the eternal Highpriest Jesus Christ, thy beloved Son, through whom, to thee, together with him, and the Holy Ghost, be glory now and for ever. Amen.” — Euseb. Ecclesiastes Hist. 5:15.

Of the Nicene fathers, who were in effect the great grandchildren of the apostles, Simon Episcopius, who seems himself to have been reclaimed from a leaning to Arianism, gives their true spirit and sense. “If you conceive him to be the Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, whom it was not requisite to send into the world, the dignity of whose person was too exalted, either to be clothed with flesh, or exposed to death; for being the only-begotten of the Father, and too dear to him to suffer, then assuredly the inestimable love of God to fallen man shines out with resplendent lustre.” 

Colossians 1:20. Having made peace through the blood of his cross. It was an ancient law to offer sacrifice after revolts into sin, after war, and after sickness: thus Christ is our peace. Romans 5:12, 2 Corinthians 5:19-20. Ephesians 2:14-15. But all in earth and heaven being named here, some have thought that the human redemption was designed also for the edification of angels, and for confirmation in their high and happy state.

Colossians 1:23. If ye continue in the faith, grounded and settled. The first means of perseverance are to be well-instructed in the glory of the Redeemer’s person, and in the mystery of the gospel, and to have Christ formed in us the hope of glory, by the power of regenerating grace. Then we know the truth, and taste the lovingkindness of the Lord. In this age the caution is requisite, and peculiarly so; for the gospel, which in a few years was preached to all the Roman world, is now despised. Myriads of men have lost their hope, and myriads of professed christians are wicked and profligate as infidels, while others are dead branches about to be burned. All these are so many admonitions to be faithful to Christ, and to continue in welldoing to the end of our course.

Colossians 1:25. I am made a minister for you, to fulfil the word of God to the gentiles. Genesis 12:3. This expression is not the language of one who was a total stranger to the church of Colosse; it indicates a high degree of probability that Paul had visited that city.

Colossians 1:28. Whom we preach, in all his glory, as described in this chapter, warning every man, for those who join this rebellious age shall not inherit the kingdom of God. — We must teach and feed the flock daily, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, in reference to justifying and sanctifying grace, and especially in regard to the perfect love of God, which makes us bold in the day of crisis.

REFLECTIONS.
The commission of Paul to preach to the gentiles made him debtor to all men, for the love of Christ has made the church one family. He therefore writes to the Colossians in the fulness of his heart, as he does to the Laodiceans, and to other churches, congratulating them on their faith in Christ, and love to each other, making continual mention of them in his prayers. For ever adored be the divine goodness, that the word of God, which sets before us a hope laid up in heaven, is come unto us, and to all the world. Let us often examine ourselves as to the fruit it has brought forth in our own hearts and lives. Let us be solicitous for ourselves and others, that we may in a more spiritual and intelligent manner be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all its compass and extent, so far as he has been pleased to reveal it; and that this knowledge may produce in us the most substantial effects, so as to engage us to walk worthy of the Lord whose name we bear, and in a manner which he may behold with approbation and pleasure; being fruitful and encreasing more and more in every good work, that our barrenness may not reproach our profession, and that the great vital truths of christianity may not seem to be dead or dormant in our hearts.

To give them their full energy on our souls, we need the operation of God’s glorious and mighty power, by which we may not only be established in all patience and longsuffering, but inspired with holy joy. Then shall we breathe forth lively acknowledgments to the Father, who hath revealed to us that glorious inheritance which he distributes amongst the saints in light, even that kingdom where they all reign in everlasting friendship, purity and joy. May he prepare us to receive our lot, and take up our abode there! And oh, how inexcusable shall we be, if we make ourselves the slaves of sin, while we have our abode in the visible kingdom of Christ. How fearful, to neglect or despise the blood of the covenant, and the mercy which it establishes, and thus seal ourselves up under a guilt never to be removed, a guilt heightened to infinite degrees of provocation and malignity, by the very methods which have been taken to expiate it.

Let us learn by this sublime discourse of our holy apostle, how we are to conceive of our Lord and Saviour, to whose glory he so wisely and happily consecrated the labours of his pen and of his life: and while we commemorate that precious blood in which we have redemption, even the remission of our sins, let us bow to him as the image of the invisible God, and the firstborn of the whole creation. And whatever discoveries we may at any time receive as to the display of the divine power, wisdom and goodness, in the formation of the visible or invisible world, let us remember that by Christ all things were created, not excepting thrones and dominions, principalities and powers. The angels of God worship him, as with and by the Father, their great Original and Support, acknowledging with Paul, and with the whole catholic church as taught by him, that in Christ all things subsist. Let us then, with the whole host of heaven, bow down before him, and worship Him that sits upon the throne, and the Lamb. Let us with all humility adore his condescension, in uniting us to himself in such dear and intimate bonds, and avowing himself the Head of the church, which he disdains not to call his body, though he be the beginning of the creation of God, as well as the firstborn from the dead, and beyond comparison preëminent in all.

Important indeed are the consequences of this his condescension. It is by him that God is reconciled to us and dwells in us. It is the blood of his cross that hath made peace between jews and gentiles, between heaven and earth. Justly might the angels have forsaken this earth, and have ascended to heaven to enter their protest against sinful man, yea to seek a commission for executing vengeance upon apostate creatures. But now, through Christ, they are become our friends and our brethren. At his command they minister to the heirs of salvation, and will continue their kind offices till heaven gives the interview which earth denies, and lays a foundation for the endearments of an everlasting friendship. Oh that this reconciling gospel might be effectually preached to every creature under heaven.

To experience its efficacy, the gospel must subdue our hearts to holiness. To be still under the power of sin, to go on in a course of evil works, is to continue at enmity with God, and all his holy and happy creatures. Let us see to it, that we thankfully accept the reconciliation which the gospel proposes. Then shall we at length be presented blameless, irreproachable and holy in his sight. As we hope for this end, let nothing remove us from our steadfastness, nor from that glorious hope of the gospel for which it is certain nothing can be an equivalent. May divine grace establish and confirm us in it, and make us victorious over every thing that might attempt to supplant our feet and take away our crown.

To bear sufferings with patience has justly been reckoned a high attainment; and it was the boasted strength and glory of the pagan philosophy to teach men to do it; a glory in which it was often deficient, a strength which often failed them, who had the fairest opportunities of being proficients in their schools. But Paul had learnt by the philosophy of Jesus to rejoice in tribulation, when considered as subservient to the honour of Christ, and to the good of his church, even of those members of it whom he had never seen in the flesh. He rejoiced in thus fulfilling his embassy, and confirming that important word of God which taught the mystery concealed from so many ages and generations. And what was that mystery, but the same that is so clearly revealed to us, even that Christ in us is the hope of glory? To gentile sinners that were without hope, is hope now preached, the hope not of felicity only, but of eternal glory.

This hope is not only proclaimed amongst us, but is actually formed in all them that believe, though to many who hear of it in the preaching of the gospel, Christ is still a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence. Highly are they honoured who have it in charge to preach him. May they learn from the apostle how it is to be done. It is to be attended with practical instructions and admonitions, to be conducted with the greatest prudence and care, and to be addressed to every man, according to his respective character and circumstances in life; that so, if it be by any means possible to prevent it, none of those committed to their care and charge may be lost, but every one at length be presented perfect in Christ in that day, when among all that truly belong to him there shall be no remaining imperfections.

Surely this is a cause in which it is worth their while to strive. May the strength of God work powerfully in them for that purpose. Then will our hearts be comforted, when we have attained to the full assurance of the truth of our religion, when we courageously acknowledge and maintain it, when we improve it to the great end for which it was preached to us, and having professed to receive Jesus Christ as our Lord, make it our care in a suitable manner to walk in him.

For this purpose, let us endeavour to be deeply rooted and grounded in him, confirmed in the faith as the apostles taught it; giving thanks to God for the instructions we receive in it, and numbering it, as we have great reason to do, among the choicest mercies we could receive, even from an omnipotent hand, not only that we hear the sound of the gospel, but that we have felt its vital influence upon our hearts. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23
Colossians 2:1-2. I would that ye knew what great conflict I have, in the inward feelings of my heart and wrestlings of prayer, for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many, in the adjacent districts, as have not seen my face in the flesh. I want you to be comforted in the Lord by the strong bonds of unity, concord, and love. I want the gospel to be preached to you in all its excellence and extent, to the full assurance of understanding and prudence in the knowledge of the mystery of God, even of the Father, and of Christ. It is the plenitude of divine knowledge which alone can command the heart to concord, in all piety and divine enjoyment.

Colossians 2:3-4. In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Christ is the wisdom of the Father. The Spirit of Jehovah was upon him to preach good tidings to the meek. The whole mystery of grace and glory are hid in his bosom as regards the recovery of man, the revelation of the righteousness of God, and of eternal life. All other knowledge compared with this vanishes away. Under this ministry, oh Colossians, you would be drawn away from the fables of the crafty, who beguile you with enticing words, and be made to feel the powers of the world to come.

Colossians 2:6-7. As ye have received Christ Jesus, by the ministry of the word, by faith and prayer, so walk ye in him, conformably to all the moral maxims and holy precepts of the Lord. Let the desire to learn, let the spirit of piety and love continue, for the religion of Christ does not change with the fashions of the age. Be rooted and built up in him, that you may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord, like trees which abide in the soil where they were first planted.

Colossians 2:8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. The Greek philosophers had sects, and sects which subsisted by their disciples; and the doctrines of those sects form the religion of the Greeks. These were the disciples of Plato, of Aristotle, of Epicurus, and of Zeno, the founder of the stoics, whose disciples had laughed at Paul in the Areopagus. But as God had spoken at sundry times, and in divers manners to the fathers by the prophets, the strong pillars of revelation must ever prevail against the fluctuating theories of the schools. Prophecies and promises have received the seals of providence in their accomplishment, and the foundation of the mysteries of God standeth sure. Therefore beware lest any man rob you through vain deceits, or the wisdom of mere words, the στοιχεια, the elements of the world, and not after Christ:

Colossians 2:9. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The Lord said to Philip, Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. John 14:10. And this confirms what Paul indicates, that by the word Father, the whole deity is understood, as is designated by the word godhead, or divinity. “The fulness of the godhead,” the whole deity, or whatever is in the Father, dwells in the Son; and this not in figure, as when the glory dwelt in the tabernacle, but in truth. The Word was made flesh, by the hypostatic union of the deity and humanity in Christ, without confusion of essence, but by union in the glorious person of Christ, the God-man. And of his fulness have we all received, and grace for, or upon, grace, abounding towards man. This phrase, with a shade of variation, was common enough among the Greeks, soldiers being generally exhorted to go to war full of the spirit of the gods.

Colossians 2:10. Ye are complete in him, and being illuminated with the plenitude of divine wisdom, gentile philosophy can add nothing to you. The boasted purity, elegance, and beauties of philosophical compositions are all but “enticing words,” and quite irrelevant in the work of your salvation. What can you ask more? In the knowledge of Christ you have the knowledge of God, whom to know is life and peace.

Colossians 2:11-12. In whom also ye are circumcised — buried with him in baptism. The heart of stone being removed by spiritual circumcision, or renovating grace, and we being dead with Christ, and buried with him, as was indicated by the figure when John was baptizing in the Jordan, what need have we of gentile philosophy? Here then is a new argument that the rudiments of this world are nothing to us; and not only a new argument, but a new proof that Paul understood religion by resolving it, not to the circumcision made with hands, but to the enjoyment of all the blessings of the new covenant, a new heart and a right spirit.

Colossians 2:13. You, being dead in your sins — hath he quickened. See notes on Ephesians 2:1; Ephesians 2:5.

Colossians 2:14. Blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was against us. Christ having justified us, and quickened us by his Spirit, has not only delivered us from condemnation, but has also liberated us from the ordinances of the ceremonial law, as the apostle has explained it in Ephesians 2:15. “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances, to make in himself of twain [the jews and gentiles] one new man, so making peace.” Christ being now the mediator of the new covenant, and minister of the more perfect tabernacle, and having confirmed all by his blood, there is no further need of the blood of bulls and of goats. As bonds and covenants are cancelled by cutting away the seals, so Christ has nailed the ceremonial obligation to the cross, and for ever done it away.

Colossians 2:15. Having spoiled principalities and powers of their armour, so that death himself is now destitute of a sting, he made a show of them openly, and put the grave beneath his feet. He then ascended up on high, leading captivity captive.

Colossians 2:16. Let no man therefore judge you, or trouble you with the elements of this world. You are now under the easy yoke of Christ, his law of love, which is the end and the perfection of the moral obligation. Let no man vex you, in meat or drink, for every creature of the Lord is good, and is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. Or in respect of a holy day. Syrus, a man much respected by the critics, says, “in regard to the number of days prescribed.” Or of the new moon, binding you to observe a festival on the first welcome sight of the moon with her new horns. Numbers 28:11; Numbers 29:1. Or of the sabbath, forbidding you to walk outside the gate more than nineteen hundred paces. Ezekiel 20:12; Ezekiel 20:20.

Colossians 2:17. Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body, the substance of all the types, is of Christ, who is the end of the law for righteousness, and ye are complete in him. We are therefore to regard holy persons and holy things under the ancient law, as indicative of higher and of real good. Adam was “a figure of him that was to come,” Romans 5:14; and thus the old testament is full of Christ. The prophets themselves understood these things allusively, and spake of the promised land, of the jewish feasts, and of the trumpet of jubilee with evident reference to future times, and blessings of higher importance, as may be observed in numerous instances. Psalms 95:7; Psalms 110:4. Isaiah 27:13; Isaiah 55:1; Isaiah 63:1-2.

Colossians 2:18. Let no man beguile you of your reward. Be not seduced from your course, and so be defrauded of the prize of your high calling, under a notion that God is inaccessible; and therefore, under a show of humility, supposing that you must address your prayers to angels, as intermediate beings, and mediators between God and men. This would draw you off from Christ, the only mediator, and supersede the whole of his undertaking. What would Paul have said to the missals of the Catholic communion, which have a general prayer to Michael the archangel, to St. Peter, and a cloud of other saints? What would he have said of the two and forty litanies to the Virgin Mary? Mater Dei, mother of God, pray for us? Queen of angels, pray for us? This is not holding the Head, the source of all authority and power, but creating thousands of other mediators. This is to beguile us of our reward; all such misguided devotion is no better than labour lost.

The apostle adds, Let no man beguile you in worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. On this part of the verse we have a mass of ancient and modern criticisms. Among the ancients, Augustine says, nemo vos convincat. Daniel Heinsius, however, cites the canon of the council of Laodicea, and as those fathers understood the subject, their words seem relevant. “That in devotion, none of them set Christ before us, or lead us to God, but draw us off to the worship of angels, and other dignities.” Ed. Cantab. 1640, p. 465. Dr. Hammond, through seven columns, speaks of Gnostics and others, as embittered against marriage, but otherwise criminal in acts of concupiscence. Against these sects many of the ancient fathers inveigh. Some of the canons in the Apostolic constitutions are also levelled at their errors and immoralities.

Colossians 2:21. Touch not, taste not, handle not. By these three words the holy apostle is in earnest to charge, the Colossians not to feast with “filthy dreamers,” who corrupt the faith once delivered to the saints. On the last words, μηδε θιγης, mede thiges, handle not, we may observe that in the north of England a man was heard to say, when speaking of money owing to him, “If I cud nobbod thigg it.” This is a word of frequent occurrence in the Anglo-Saxon. Archbishop Ælfric uses it three times in the consecration of the hlaf to husel, bread for the sacrament, Ande we sceolon thicgan that halige husel Christes lichaman; and we should handle, or touch, that holy sacrament, Christ’s body.

REFLECTIONS.
How glorious, how perfect is the christian religion, in the person of the Mediator, in whom it has pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell, and all for wretched sinful man. How glorious that we do not approach the Father with bulls and goats, nor walk in the unfounded dreams of gentile philosophy. Christ stands alone as the shepherd of the flock, who guards his fold against obtrusive wolves. Let us consider this as an engagement to a life of exemplary holiness, especially as we are ourselves circumcised with the circumcision of Christ; as by baptism we are solemnly engaged to mortify all irregular affections, and being buried with Christ in that solemn rite, to rise to all newness of life, having received the forgiveness of our sins, and being raised with Christ to the hope of eternal glory.

Let us be solicitous ever to maintain the strictest union with Christ, remembering how great an honour it is to be thus related to him, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Let us be careful, in virtue of this union, to live in the communion of christian love with all the members of the body, and ourselves to grow with all the encrease of God. And let us guard against all those human traditions, or refinements of philosophical speculation, which are disagreeable to these elements of Christ, into which we have been initiated; against every thing which would be an infringement of that liberty which Christ hath granted to his church, and which it is our duty to endeavour to maintain against all encroachments; even though they should be made by any in his name, and under pretence of authority from him. It may be urged upon us as humility, to submit to such impositions, but it is the truest humility to maintain an exact obedience to the authority of our divine Master, and to limit even our submission to those of our brethren whom we may most honour and love, by a regard to his command and institution.

May divine wisdom preserve us from all those vain deceits whereby our faith might be corrupted, or our conformity to the plan of christian institutions be rendered, in any respect, less beautiful, pure, and complete. Let us charge it on our hearts, by all our great and solemn obligations to Jesus, our beloved Saviour and glorified Head, that we study the nature of true religion with greater care, and practise it with greater constancy. Let us not place it in a zeal for ceremonial observances, according to the doctrines and commandments of men. Let us cultivate greater spirituality of mind, and endeavour to have our hearts where our Lord is. Surely the reflection upon that relation in which we stand to him, in concurrence with that glory in which he is now enthroned, the kind designs he still bears to us, and the prospect we have of sitting down with him ere long in that kingdom, may well raise our thoughts thither, and bear us above all immoderate attachment to these lower scenes of mortal life. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-25
Colossians 3:1. If ye then be risen with Christ, above the darkness and torpor of the present world, as in Colossians 2:20, live in conformity to your hope, by seeking those things that are above. This idea often occurs, and is the more worthy of notice here, because it connects together a grand chain of argument. Christ by his resurrection was liberated from the darkness of the tomb, so believers are made light in the Lord. — He was liberated from the power of death, so are the regenerate from their spiritual death in trespasses and sins. — His resurrection was effectuated by the glory of God the Father, so is regeneration by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit. — His resurrection was the joy of heaven and earth, and angels rejoice at the conversion of a sinner. The church also blesses God that sinners are begotten again to a lively hope, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. — Christ rose to a spiritual life of communion with the Father, and with all the saints; and it is the same with all the regenerate. — Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father, the seat of power and dominion; so our love to him, amidst all the changes of the present life, teach us to be heavenly minded. See on John 20. and Acts 1:8-9.

Colossians 3:3. Your life is hid with Christ in God. The world knows nothing how this spark was first kindled in your heart; they know not what were your sighs and sorrows till you found peace; they know not what transporting views you had of the Saviour, when you could fully believe with the heart unto righteousness; nor can they at all obtrude on the sweet intercourse which you have in solitude with the Lord. But soon the hidden flame shall blaze out with glory at his appearing.

Colossians 3:5. Mortify therefore your members. See on 1 Corinthians 6:9. Galatians 5:21.

Colossians 3:9-10. Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man. The old man is our corrupt nature, original sin personified, a tyrant more oppressive than Pharaoh. He is sometimes called the strong man armed — the body of the sins of the flesh — the wisdom from beneath, earthly, sensual, devilish — the carnal mind — the sin that dwelleth in us. Here is our oppressor that brings into captivity to the law of sin and death. Yet there is hope, there is deliverance through our great Redeemer. His promise is, If any man keep my word, the Father and I will love him, and come and make our abode with him. Regeneration is the cure. The whole deity will consecrate the soul to be his living temple. He will form the new man, the inner man of the heart, and cause him to grow to the stature of Christ. Faint not in the fight. Grace shall reign to eternal life, as sin has reigned unto death. He will bind the strong man and cast him out, and drive the old dragon from his seat, with his infernal crew.

Colossians 3:16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom. This will be the case, if we read and study it daily with deep attention. The good man meditates in the law of the Lord both day and night, and delights in blessing and praising God. The hymns of the primitive church are often mentioned in ecclesiastical history. Eusebius refers to them as the composition of faithful brethren, which celebrate the divinity of Christ, the Word of God. Senensius says that the hymns of St. Hilary were sung all over France. Chrysostom likewise says, that God has given us those sweet psalms and hymns, to raise our spirits above the sorrows of life.

Colossians 3:18-22. Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands. See notes on Ephesians 5:22-25; Ephesians 6:1-5.

REFLECTIONS.
Christians, if you are dead with Christ to the rudiments of this world, live conformably to the glory of his resurrection. Your hope is no longer in the tomb, but on the throne. Seek the things that are above, that you may meet him with joy. Yea, and the more so as your present life is hid with Christ in God.

Whatever our nation or rank, our education or circumstances in life may be, let this be our concern, that we may be in Christ, and Christ in us; on that depends our everlasting all. Happy the most untaught savage, and the most oppressed slave, who is thus related to the incarnate wisdom of God, and the great Lord of all; infinitely beyond the politest greek, the most ceremonious jew, the freest subject, or the most despotic prince, who is a stranger to such a blessing.

If we have any reason to hope that we are beloved by him, let us cherish a compassionate regard to our fellow creatures, and put on bowels of mercy, gentleness, humility, meekness, and longsuffering. Let the grace of Christ, in freely forgiving us, teach us to rejoice in opportunities of imitating it. Do we desire to feel the peace of God presiding in us, let us exercise charity in the bond of perfectness, and let us study to be more and more thankful, in whatever station we are placed; observing attentively its advantageous circumstances, reflecting especially how much worse things might have been, and how unworthy we ourselves are of any distinction which God may be pleased to make in our favour.

We have especially great reason most thankfully to acknowledge the divine goodness, in providing us with so many religious advantages, and particularly with those that relate to the most decent and edifying performance of the duty of psalmody. To furnish us for a right discharge of it, let us carefully treasure up the word of Christ in our minds, and let us ever be more solicitous to preserve the melody of the heart than that of the voice. In this and every other service, let all be done in the name of Christ, and then we may humbly hope that all shall be accepted through him. And if that prevailing name do not recommend us to acceptance, the divine purity will find something in every one of them which will justify God, not only in rejecting them, but also in condemning us.

How happy will particular persons, families, and larger societies be, if these apostolic maxims be carefully pursued. While wives are submissive to their husbands, and husbands affectionate to their wives; children obedient to their parents, and parents tenderly careful of their children; servants revering the commands of their masters, conscientiously and constantly attending to their interest, and masters concerned to maintain all equity in their behaviour to those of their servants who are most entirely in their power, remembering on all sides the account to be given to the supreme Master in heaven, and humbly looking for the reward of the inheritance.

To engage a steady and uniform care in all these various duties, and to make us truly good in every relation of life, let us be daily drawing down grace from above, by continuing instant in prayer; and as our spirits are so ready to grow cold and indifferent in it, let us watch thereunto, lest by insensible degrees we grow remiss in the performance, and from that remissness come entirely or frequently to neglect it. Let every mercy we receive from God awaken our thankfulness, and animate our devotion; and let us not forget in our prayers the ministers of Christ, but ask for them the assistance from on high which may enable them to open their mouth boldly, in declaring that mysterious and important doctrine with which they are charged, and on which the salvation of immortal souls depends. To enforce their labours as much as possible, let us add the influence of a regular and amiable behaviour, conducting ourselves with wisdom towards all, and particularly those who are strangers to religion; and redeeming time, as those that know its infinite importance, because they see eternity connected with it. And that we may not, as is so frequent, lose the time we spend in conversation, let us seek more of the salt of divine grace in our hearts, to correct their innate corruption, and learn the happy art of improving discourse well, and of answering others in such a manner, that without dictating to them, we may gently lead them to the most useful reflections, and make our lips, like those of the righteous, a fountain of life unto them. Proverbs 10:11. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-18
Colossians 4:1. Masters, give to your servants that which is just and equal. Paul doubles the precept here, reminding them that one is their master, who is Lord of heaven and earth. He well knew that some were severe in the treatment of their slaves and dependents, contrary to the mild and benignant spirit of the gospel.

Colossians 4:2-4. Continue in prayer. Paul prayed on the sea-shore with the elders of Ephesus. Secret and family prayer are duties constantly devolving on christians, and social prayer when opportunity offers. He solicits their prayers in particular, that utterance might be given him, the eloquence of the Holy Spirit, that he might make manifest the gospel, and speak for God as he ought to speak. Let the preacher be aware that unless, like Moses, he go from speaking with the Lord to deliver his message to the people, he cannot speak as he ought. Devotion warms the heart, and inspires the tongue with unutterable sweetness and confidence of address. Then it is that a good man has a fountain of eloquence in his own breast, and feels within himself the sentiments he would communicate to others.

Colossians 4:5. Redeeming the time. This exhortation has before occurred in other places, and cannot be too oft repeated, time being the most important talent committed to our trust, every minute of which is more valuable than grains of gold. A great work is to be performed, and but little time is allotted for us; soon we must either be saved or lost to all eternity. Much of our time has already been wasted, and requires to be redeemed by encreased diligence and care. All the time we have lived without God in the world, in a state of impenitence and unbelief, is lost and worse than lost; we have done no good, but much evil, of which an account must be rendered to the eternal Judge. And since we have known the Lord, all the time in which we have not lived to his glory has been lost. How much wiser, happier, and more useful might we have been, had we been more diligent in the means of grace, more watchful and more prayerful, instead of having indulged in carnal ease, in idle amusements, and in fruitless cares. Let us henceforth endeavour to regain the ground we have lost, by a renewed devotedness of ourselves to the Lord, by more vigorous exertions in his service, and a life wholly consecrated to his glory. 

Colossians 4:6. Let your speech be always seasoned with salt. The covenant of God is twice called a covenant of salt. I can suggest no better comment here than what I have found during the fifty years of my public labours, in venerable men and women whose minds were stored with wisdom, and whose hearts were replenished with grace. They speak of good things with ease and engaging accents, their hearts being at home in them. Their manner, their aspect, their voice charm the ear, because they know and enjoy religion. They preserve the simplicity of Christ, and in their turns of thought and improvement of incidents, they follow nature and common sense.

Colossians 4:7-9. All my state shall Tychicus declare to you. He was now a venerable man, and one of the seventy disciples, as those of Asia say; but frequently he was a companion and fellow-labourer of Paul. He was the bearer of three of Paul’s epistles, one to Ephesus, this to Colosse, and the second epistle to Timothy. He is named in Acts 20:4, and four times by St. Paul. — Of Onesimus, see the epistle to Philemon 1:10.

Colossians 4:10. Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner. We have an account of Aristarchus in Acts 27:2; Acts 20:4. He had been sent a prisoner with Paul to Rome, and was still bound with a chain. — Marcus or Mark is often named in sacred history. Acts 12:12; Acts 12:25; Acts 15:37. Honourable mention is made of him in 2 Timothy 4:11, and the apostle joins his name in greeting the saints.

Colossians 4:11. Jesus or Justus, a jew by birth; and being, like Mark, a fellow- workman with Paul, it would seem that he is named here as the Justus already known to the churches. Acts 1:23; Acts 18:7.

Colossians 4:15. Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea. See the introduction to this epistle.

Colossians 4:16. Read the epistle from Laodicea. The Latin has, Et eam, quæ Laodicensium est, vos legatis. This is quite erroneous. Why should the Laodiceans write to Paul, except privately for advice? Few readings have excited more conjectures and variations of opinion, than this text. Though the Greek reads, τεν εκ λαοδικειας, that from or of the Laodiceans, yet nothing hinders our belief that the epistle was first sent from Paul to them, and then from them to Colosse. The epistle itself is brief, and seems rather a supplement to the epistle to the Colossians than a full canonical work. This idea is suggested by its internal characters; it contains many expressions nearly the same as in other epistles, and slightly so from this to Colosse. Jerome rejected it from the canon, and Du Pin has followed his opinion.

Be that as it may, it is extant in the works of our Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, anno 1109, and in the first German bibles. Philaster, an eminent father of the fourth age, a pillar against Arianism, has also defended it. St. Thomas has done the same; and Sixtus of Sienna has put it in his learned works, from the copy in the Sorbonne of Paris. Nicholas Gorranus has given it in his commentaries of St. Paul’s epistles; and I feel disposed to follow the example, and give below the best version I am able, not having the aid of professors in a seat of letters.

Colossians 4:17. Say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord. Philemon 1:2. Archippus was perhaps a brother of noble descent. If some of his family had not held military rank, they would scarcely have given their son a name equivalent to “master of the horse.” This distinguished individual had received his ministry of the Lord, and the king’s work must be well done. Archippus was now a senior minister, and a minister divinely called; yet a word of admonition was seasonable. Our young men are the hope of the church, and ultimately the glory of Christ; but cautions are requisite to watch, to give themselves to their work, to labour and not to faint. “They should be modest and diffident, and desire their friends to remind them of their faults,” as Ostervald observes, in his treatise on the ministry.

Colossians 4:18. The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Let my sufferings give eloquence to my words. Amen.
REFLECTIONS.
On a calm review of what is said in this and the preseding epistles on relative duties, we cannot but perceive how much the apostle’s mind was impressed with their importance, and how much the Holy Ghost required them to be discharged with fidelity. This fidelity brings peace to the mind, concord to the family, and confidence to society. It is the glory and boast of the church, and a grand cause of her prosperity; for men become united in the bonds of faith and love, that they may taste on earth the pleasures and earnests of celestial society. Virtues of this kind must become permanent habits; and they often meet with great rewards on earth. To filial piety, long life is promised, and he who sows to the poor the seeds of charity, shall reap a harvest of joy; for God will repay.

Epaphras, a holy minister, is eulogized here as being eminent for religious services. “While he was at Rome, and far from Colosse,” says Mr. Orton, “he was not only praying for them, but as the word signifies, wrestling with God in his prayers on their account; an important evidence of his christian affection for them. And how well were his petitions chosen! That they might not only be sincerely good, as they already were, but perfect and complete in all the will of God; that there might be in their hearts and actions a more entire conformity to it. May that be our character and happiness, to have respect to all God’s commandments, and to carry our regards to them as far as we possibly can.

Laudable and perfectly consistent with the strictest modesty, was the concern which the apostle expresses that the epistles might be diffused as far as possible, and that christians in different societies might receive the benefit of them. And indeed they turn so much upon matters of universal importance, that they are admirably calculated for the edification of those who may live in the most distant countries and ages. Surely there cannot be a more sacrilegious attempt upon christian liberty and piety than to take them away from the common people, to whom Paul expressly ordered they should be publicly read: nor can there be greater madness than to pretend to guard men from error and heresy, by concealing from them writings which the Holy Spirit himself suggested, to lead them to truth and holiness.

We know not what there might be so particular in the character or circumstances of Archippus as to require the solemn admonition with which the epistle closes. But whatever the occasion of it were, it certainly suggests a most useful and important thought to all the ministers of the gospel. It is of the Lord Jesus Christ that they receive their ministry, to him they are quickly to render a strict account. May they all therefore take heed to it! May they be sensible of the importance of the trust, and have grace to be faithful in it; that they may give up their account with the joy of that steward, who having approved his fidelity on earth, shall receive his reward in heaven.” 

